Frank A. Rice 
(Vustructor, Foreign Sewice Institute) 


CLASSICAL ARABIC - THE WRITING SYSTEM 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


1952 


CLASSICAL ARABIC 


THE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WRITING SYSTEM 


CONTENTS 


15. 


General 

The alphabet 
Non-connectors 
Short vowels 

Long vowels 

?41if maqsturah 
Nunation 

sukfiun 

3&ddah 
Non-connectors following another letter 
Connected letters 


sfin 


FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 


0 2 wow nnrrwere Hw 


FoR 56 & 


17 


19 


ii 


téa? 

04a? 

hda? 

téa? marbiutah 
hA4mzah with ?4lif 
f4a? 


qaaf 


hd4mzah 


A special way of indicating long aa 


Pause forms 


Grammatical considerations 
Verb forms with a final ?alif 
The prefix for "the" 


Variant forms of the prefix for "the" 


hémzatu_lwagl] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 


CLASSICAL ARABIC . THE WRITING SYSTEM 


O. Arabic is customarily written and printed in a special alphabet of its 
own, called the Arabic alphabet, consisting of 28 LETTERS and a number of 
SIGNS. Some of the salient features of this abphabet are as follows: 


1. Arabic is written and printed from right to left. 

2e Normally only the consonants and the long vowels are indicated. 

3. There are no capital letters. 

lh. The manner of writing is cursive and most of the letters are 
connected to preceding and following letters within the same word. 

5. Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending 
on whether they are connected to preceding and/or following letters 
or not. 

6. Some, letters are identical in basic form and are distinguished from 
one another by small dots. 

7- The system of writing described here is the handwriting commonly 
used in the Syrian area. In other parts of the Arab world, and in 
Iran, the handwriting styles vary from slightly to considerably 
different. Printing types also vary, some being quite complex 
and ornate. 


1. The alphadet 

The following list shows the letters of the Arabic alphabet in the shape 
they have when they stand alone, that is, not connected to a preceding or 
following letter. This is the order of the alphabet adopted by most 
dictionaries. The signs will be discussed later. 


Usual sound value Arabic name Arabic letter 


2, aa lit | 
d baa? a | 
t taa? Ss or cto 


Usual sound value 


Arabic name 


f4a? 


qdaf 


Kh 


Arabic Letter 
Cc 


ian 


Usual sound value Arabic name Arabic Letter 


i kfaf ya) oe 7023 
1 1l&am J 
m nfin c 
n néun © 
h hfa? oO o 0 
wy ud whaw =, 
yi yéa’ Por O 


The following shows the Arabic letters in their alphabetical order and 
written from right to left. Note the placing of the letters relative to 
the line of writing. 


Ce er ee ee 


2. The following 6 letters are NON-CONNECTORS. They do not form a cursive 
linking to a following letter, though they do comnect to a preceding letter 
other than another non-connector. 


| ?413f is characteristically a vertical stroke 

- déal 

S64al is exactly like d&al, but with one dot above it. 
réa? 

zéay is exactly like réa?, but with one dot above it 


lb Lek oe. 


whaw 


k 
3. Short vowels 


dérasa On” e é 
warada 3 y) 3 
wizara y) y 3 
wérada On 5 a o 


All the above words show the sign ss 
sign indicates that each consonant is followed by the vowel a. 


- ._ 29 

wizina 7 Zz 
Pd a 

whzira a Z 2 
% » 

riziqa UO y, ] 
os 2 

wirdéa aed 


déraka 


r&zaqa 


widaSa 


w4zana 


whrida 


widifa 


dérika 


dfrisa 


J) 
5 
C 


Os 


Ly 
L 4 


es 


fatgah above each consonant letter. 


w 
Ly 
Lv 


This 


All the above words show the sign ? d&mmah above the first consonant letter. 
This sign indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel u. 

All these words also show the sign _ kAsrah below the second consonant 
letter. This sign indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel i. 


k. Long vewels 


zéala Us 
zfara wap) 
a 
zéada J / 
. te 
d&ana U's 


BSaqa 


Béata 


réaja 


réafa 


abate ae) 
dis ae 
réana eo 
réaqa G a 


wisra 


S4aba 


réama 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign ~ f4&taah immediately 
followed by an | ?41if. This sequence indicates that the consonant is 


followed by the long vowel aa. 


riunu C35 
? FA 
zturu a) 
2 2 
dturn i | 
dfuju C Y 4 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign = 
followed by a 9 wMaw. This sequence indicates that 


is followed by the long vowel uu. 


whadii S$ als 


dGumu 


dfrma 


réufu 


6fi 


zturii 


dfurii 


Le L-» 


Le 


| 
J 
2 
2 


Cre Cc} Ve 


2 
A 


immediately 


he consonant 


oO 3 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign - kAsrah immediately 
followed by a 5S yfa?. This sequence indicates that the consonant 


is followed by the long vowel ii. 


wiraa CS 53 déraa CS 53 
déwaa CSS 5 w&daa cS 3 5 
d&araa e555 rédaa e353 

réwaa es) 5 Q 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign ~ f4t yah inmediately 
followed by an undotted (5 y4a?. This sequence indicates that the conson 
anf is followed by the long vowel aa. 

This way of indicating the long vowel aa occurs only at the end of a 
word. It is called *4lif maqgturah. You will have to learn individually 
the words that are written with °Alif maqgfurah instead of with | ?4lif 
(cf. Section ) as there is no general rule to follow. 


6. Nunation 


od 2 ? P ) | ” 
rudfudun a7 dd d&arun a 
diwalun 1) 3 =) wdaridun a+ J l5 
wurtudun JF JD wdraqun 3 y) 2 

~ \ is ) | - 7 
wiaridun wy! zawaalun 3 I) 

~ 

C i a wa \ “ & 
wad&af un 37 daw&amun \ 2 3 


All the above words show the sign ~ dasmatéan ‘two dammahs' above the last 
consonant. This sign indicates the ending -un. This sign is also written 
as © and » , 


2 \- 
réuvin C >, dfahin ol 
- 
waafin ond 5 réaSin € \5 
e 
: jis 5 
w4alin J 2 w&adin a 
-_ 
- J - 2 
d4min we J diwalin J 3 
+ - 
déarin Y ls zawbajin ae 
All the above words show the sign , kasrat4an 'two kasrahs' below the 
last consonant. This sign indicates the ending -in. 
eae ro\- 
w&aridan a) °9 d4aran ly 2 
\ » # a » 
zturan APA) rudfiudan V5 > a) 
\* a» od 7 
wurtudan 2I)5 d@uran \ a i 


All the above words show the sign * fatzatéan ‘two fatwahs' 


above the last 


consonant. This sign indicates the ending -an. The sign ~ fatsat4an 
usually occurs with an | ?Alif, as in these examples. Note that here the 
letter | ?A1if does not indicate the long vowel aa. 


The n of these endings as well as this method of indicating it is called 
Nunation occurs only at the end of 


NUNATION; the Arabic term is tanwfin. 


a word. 


Za a ¢ ._ 2 
raédan SF ay w&zan Oo39 
Z 2 3 
riwan CS 9 7 dawan O23 4 


The above words show the sign * fatnatéan over a consonant that is immed- 
diately followed by an undotted _S y4a?. You will have to learn the relatively 
few words that are written this way instead of with an | ?Alif, as there 

is no general rule to follow. 


7. sukéun 
be o ~ o - 
vy Us dfrbun a ee 
2 o ? ~ oe 7 
zortu en a w4znun IJ» 
“ ° a“ = ° a“ 
darsun UW oo 24wjun ey 
~ - 
. 7 “~ ° - 
zarf un Jo d4wrun ee aes | 
o a” a ow 
way Cs 3 w4rdun 379 


All the above words show the sign ° sukfun above the second consonant. This 
indicates that the consonant has no following vowel. This sign is also called 


jAzmah. 


8. BAddah 

Aes as 
raddada a J) a&bbun 4 3 

“) | ? <. - 
d&allun - w&ddun wa 
zawwaja a) dAlla “J 5 

> \= 2 a 
zuwwdarun a Jd) d4bbun oH 
wazzala c 42 rabbun C25: 


All the above words show the sign ~ SAddah over the second consonant. This 
sign indicates that the consonant is doubled. The process of doubling a con- 
sonant is called ta¥dfid and this term is also used to refer to the sign. 


9. Non-connectors following another letter 


The letter J 14am, when connected to a following letter only, has the 
form J. This letter will be discussed in detail in Section 1. 


1. 1 connected to d 
o” 
ladaa TS fe 
Pe) oa 
wAladun 5 


2. 1 connected to 3 


Litera €u 
143aba Sa rv) 
3. 1 comnected to r 

lirébbin oA 
Liréusin Col 


he 1 comected to z 
= J 
lézima ‘. # 
a? a 
liz&amun \ IJ 
5. 1 connected to w 
°o 
14w S 


léwwaGa os 


ladaga 


waladat 


1433a 


143ima 


liréatin 


lirfzqin 


laztumun 


zélzala 


14waun 


14wnun 


10 


6. 1 connected to ?41if has a special form 


zaalaa pues 

déwalan M3 4 
o 7 

daléalun OY 5 


10. Connected letters 


lfa Be 
léana z 56 
lfazama r Soy 


Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending on their 
position in a sequence of letters, that is, whether they stand at the be- 
gimning, in the middle, or at the end of the sequence, or stand alone. 

Many letters, when standing at the end of a sequence or alone, have a var- 


iant with a flourishing final stroke. 


The variant with the flourish is 


often quite different from the other variants of the same letter. 


In the following sections each letter will be taken up separately and the 
variant shapes will be given in the following order. 


1. Connected to the following letter only. 
2. Connected to the preceding and following letters. 
3. Connected to the preceding letter only. 


h. Standing alone. 


11. The letter uo sfin is characteristically a series of three upward 
pointed strokes. In handwriting the thred upward strokes are usually 
omitted and the letter is a horizontal straight line. 


1. s=- connected to the following letter only 


aa , ’ 
sudtudun J DF dee 
” 
siwaa oS as 


shara Sis. 


sdrra aI 
s&awaa cS 5 ea 

Da 5 
rasfulun as J 


2. —S= connected to the preceding and following letters 


lisirdajin 


listuqin 


lisd4ddin 


lis&anun 


ldsada 


lésaa 


3. <-s connected to the preceding letter only 


dAllasa 


he. s standing alone 


lawwAasun 


durfiusun 


~ 2 4 
WO J) 3 


Additional examples. 


1léssa 


ddssasa 


s4adisumn 


d4rsun 


12 


12. The letter U— Sfin has the same basic form as the letter U- sfin, 
but with the addition of three dots above it. In handwriting the dots are 
usually connected, forming a small tent—like mark. 


1. 3 connected to the following letter only 


@ “ 


s4ddat eto A 
we a” 

B4rtun BS =o 

$4wqun O2— 


2. <8 connected to the preceding and fdllowing letters 


lisfariv in 4 y J 
a oo. 4 
143wan as 


3. =-83 comnected to the preceding letter only 


h. 8 standing alone 


2 hos 

waraSa OY az 
~n o 

rid4atun oe Ley 


Additional examples. 


Zharaka S5 Baas 
aa 
Se 4 
S4rafun 3 -— 
34rqin Y ss 
ae 
1i84woin OF 
1i3érafin 7H 


1433a oH 


“A 

ré38a 1 a 
14a8a uo oe 
Ope ee ae 
Cpt > ec 
a“ a ws =F 2 
iS 9 cee) 

2? 

> \- a “ rae 
Cys “> 9 


13. The letter 2)kSaf is characteristically a vertical stroke with a 


slanting line comnecting to the top from the right. 


1. k- comnected to the following letter only 


| - oe 
k46aa uJ d4kara 
ae = 
9 - 7) 
wékadat awe kéwmun 


2. -k— comnected to the preceding and following letters 


4 
2 


suktutin 3dkran 


ee ae 
gka¥a AL sukéunun 
3akara ge stkkarun 


3. <-k commected to the preceding letter only 


sfkakun a BAikka 
wf3kun aha 5 Laka 

he k standing alone 

dfiraka N55. teictaoe 
Barraka 2 = déaka 


om 
D5 


. 


od 


” 


O 


Wy 


5. k&af plus ?41if has a special form 


rukkgabun 2505 kana OV 
Fry ad se: 
84kkan 4s sukk4anun 5K 


Additional examples. 


a” 
a ne. we ot = 
aes eed am Cd 
by oe 
4 ” 
7 a rae ~~» e 
ca yh 9 
Py 


as or - j aa 
o> a A> 


ly. The letter J 14am is characteristically a vertical stroke. It differs 
from | ?4lif chiefly by connecting to a following letter. 


1. 1- connected to the following letter only 


Pa 


oe ° 
14dda ; lLéw > 
oe Se 
l&min YU : lézima \ oe 
e ae 
- « e A a” 
léama l wv w&ladan V5 
2. <-l- comnected to the preceding and following letters 
sulfukun cs) gh sfilkun ce 
sflisa yt r&éasalaa BY Ses \5 
a o - ¢ wo 
eilfanun Cc _— sélaka eS t hae 


3. <-1 comected to the preceding letter only 
7 - o ° ” 
raasala J— 5 s4l Os 
o 


rfisulin J sflla 


oe 


lh. 1 standing alone 


rastulun Ux > délla J x 
déwalin J 34 zéala U 5 


a a 
sétciun Se a “ 
S4akilun “YL caléamn ro 
kélada 5d shexatan Beas 


Additional examples. 


‘ 2” a 
a = “ oo 
eS aoe a4 
a“ = 
2 2 
ii 
A 


15. The letter (° mfim is characteristically a small circle, often merely 
a dot or a downward break in the line. 


1. m _ connected to the following letter only 


a o7 Fou on 
mirkazim “Se mfwridun 4) 7 


16 


oe 
maSréufun ‘4 2 
ar, 
m4rrat 4 


2. <-m- connected to the preceding and following letters 


Simdalan Ales 
7 

kamfa \d 
mw oA 

B84msun S el 


m4adin 
mar&éakizu 


méa 


mam&4aliku 


sémman 


3. -m connected to the preceding letter only 


: ; 
~” oo” 
m4vsimun (ae 


rfsmin i 


he m standing alone 


- 2 a 
marsuunun | Dea 


Additional examples. 


stn 


s&llama 


sal4amun 


17 


16. The letter —~bda? is characteristically an upward tooth-like stroke 
with one dot below it. 


1. be connected to the following letter only 


7 
_ “” 
b438arat a bikun — 
a - 2° 
bal4afun a ME barlam4ani OU la 
bs oo” 
~A o- oa 
p&dswrun J biléadun 3_ML 


2. -b- connected to the preceding and following letters 


s 4 


- ,o 
14bisa cH kfibraa S54 


7 ron 
kibfarun oe) sfibulin g 
a” 
< aan ” 
s&bban BB mub4aSirun oad 2 


3. <b comnected to the preceding letter only 


mArkabun —I s&babin a 
=a 
Q ae 
s4lbin t= r&kiba J ) 
Fad - 
le b standing alone 
Ad aa “2 eo” 
béabun erent \s d4rbun CH 
— 
a gS — 
a a ” « 
S4riba ms k&S8aba — 
Additional examples. 
es Ts \ gi sac Se 
Ces S977 5 L 


18 


17. The letter cs y4a? is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with two 
dots below it. In handwriting the two dots are usually connected, forming 


a short horizontal stroke. 


1. yx comnected to the following letter only 


~ od 
Badfidun a” a yawmun 
oe 
yakiunu Ure yadturu 
. % 2 r - ? 
yusalliméuna Os. barfidun 
> » > 
yastuduhu 0433-2 yaziidu 


2. y= connected to the preceding and following letters 


~ 
sdéyyidun J2= yawmfyyan 
miiléadun mn soo léysa 

a \ oo? 
mayd4anun U dn kabfirun 


3. -y connected to the preceding letter only 


kay es’ 7 rasmfyyun 

malakfyyun pate yérmii 

naaltyyin Cst\5  styaastyymn 
g 

k. y standing alone 

markazfyyin SHH baladfyyun 


baSarfyyun te ar 


Additional examples. 


2 ~ Bo 
UI, 2 aes 
_ ” 
Ree cA cs 
a 7 wv 
‘ o 3» 7.7 2 2 
¢ 3,24 C as me 
a 
18. The letter © néun is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with 
one dot above it. 
1. n= eomected to the following letter only 
2 e “= 
néadin > ls néSarat co 
gs ~ 188 
nézala —_ nuwwéabun Cw is 
an -\|5 
nawhawin C > ndala ~) 
iad ao x 
naSéatun pee Las n4zafsa ‘4 »*) 
2. -n- connected to the preceding and following letters 
- - oy x> oOo” 
. .? 2 ae 
yanzilfima UV ws yanSuru BP ares 
iad atte 
ménzilin oo banéahu ol 
a aed rd 2oO 
mundasibun ——- mandéubun i) 9 das 
3. <n connected to the preceding letter only 
4 Ye2 . 
yéukino pan min C7 
2 “-oeo- 
sékana oO bdyna Uw 


— 
14n éJ m&kkana Sea 


20 


4. n standing alone 


miduni. OQ a2 

~ se 
baydanun oe 
miizdanin Oe 


yakGunu 


mak4anun 


sintuna 


S. The sequence written as nb is often pronounced as mb, as follows: 


minbarun 


yanbusu or 


d4nbun or 


Additional examples. 


mimbarun 


yémbusu 


d4mbun 


19. The letter (7. t4a? is characteristically a tooth~like stroke with two 
dots above it. In handwriting the two dots are usually connected, forming 


a short horizontal stroke. 


le. t- comected to the following letter only 


Fd ow 
tadbfirm a JS 
a= 
tama wa 
Pd 
- ° a 
tédikuru aw 


tal4wnaa 


tamfaman 


tilka 


2. <-t— connected to the preceding and following letters 


“ 
“ad 
2 - oe” 
va 


Pin yee 


yatinn ea 


yatluu 


mAtaa 


tagtdériku 


tamb&ddu Sve~ 
. 1c ,e - 
dawlat&ani ytd 5 3 
» ov 
$ 3 bom 
tétruku ers 
- J» 
awe 

tut4mminm 


3. <-t comected to the preceding letter only 


t4Ammat 

eo - — 
kdanat ge 5 
2 a 
léstu cast) 
2 o- 

h. +t standing alone 

a -\7 

sayyaaréatm a) pes aes 
or ee 
marrat C2 
°o 2 od 
zAadat a oe ar 
kalimfatin kk 


o 7 - 

néalat ods 

ee 8 

dérisat Cee ad 

° —- 

térakat 275 

2 

2 oe 

kéintu ma 

fare 

Sékirat LI Se) 

2 eo? 

zartu ew, 

r-) \- 2 

sayyid4atun hae sa 
o” 

e se 

w&ddat 2 2 


22 


Additional examples. 
oa 


o 7 ° = ¥ sc 
cy oH 5 eee 
“7 
oe. 2 - 
gls4 ots Br 
} < IP o-- ° ats 


nS) ey, aad ey 


20. The letter \—» 04a? is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with three 
dots above it. In handwriting the three dots are usually connected, forming 
a tent~-like mark. 


1. @ connected to the following letter only 


a - . 17 
Ofaminun Oo-7b Ofanin yb 

oe, ae 
@4manun or OGuma =~ 
egbbata cS Cuwwharin 2 V5 


2. ~G- connected to the preceding and following letters 


eo a\s 
miig4aqun O ae mfOlun 9 “i 
“y) e 
- ~~ ae 
Po A os a 
tamOfilun Oas ka@firun Feed 
2 os ry a? 
yaebitu aa ee) mum40@ilin JE= 
> ¢ 


3. <8 connected to the preceding letter only 


ae ae 
mékaQa ane bs péova ew 


~~ “2 ~ - 
foun Le efalioun as 


7 
l4wwada Cs 
wharidin sy \5 

J - 


G5 
€ 


23 


<i - 
wérida Quy 
ro o 
yérisu Cr? 
wa \~a ee ae a 
.Y = 
° oe -” -” > a“ 
ww aA . A A 


21. The letter © h4a? does not have any one characteristic form. 


1. h- connected to the following letter only 


bil4aduhaa LO 3_ML 


héammin vc 7) 
dahébtu ese 


hfya csf 
hfmaa Eg 


hunfaka 


2e ~h- connected to the preceding and following letters 


ldhaa LA 


2, 2» 
yuhimm eae 
= 
ae 
maShGuran 4 IO 
> 


14hum nas 


ak, 
34hrun JV 
ae, - 
tamhiidfyyun CS 3 
“ nw 
at ee ° ate 


tahtAmau ca 
pihaa Ln 


2h 


3. <-h connected to the preceding letter only 


> .- a“ 
we ~ as 
naSarAthu wa 
aos 
sallam4thu ee ele 
> en 

minhu “_, 
a“ 

lk. h standing alone 
aj\ic 
band4ahu re) ss 
4» 93 > - 
yastuduhu oJ 5 


Additional examples. 


“~ 7 
(o) 
ae 
ne, 
| “ 
- 
a 
ALD 
= a 


22. t&a? narbéutah 


siyA4asatan a Vee 
oo. 
S4rikatun v— 
ee 
kAlimatin ab 
f 7 
eo 
n&3ratwm ea) 
wizd4aratin ‘O > 19 
2 y 


14hu 


mAalikuhu 


yaSbahu 


murturihi 


d4wlatun 


biziy4aratin 


middatan 


sayyéaratm 


tanhiidfyyatan 


“ a 
aJ 9) 
° _ 
oe - 

“nu ww 
ran Oe 


25 


~ 
o 2 


a uf s 
a madfinatun a a 
“7 


ort 


maShturatwum 


All the above words end in the composite letter © tha? marbtutah, which is 
composed of the letter o hda? plus the two dots of the letter <*u t&a?. 
This composite letter represents the phoneme t. The t&éa? marbéutah occurs 
only at the end of a word. Note that the sign * fatuat4an is placed im 
mediately above the 6 t4a? marbfutah, with no accompanying °41if (ef. Section 6). 


Additional examples. 


” 
~ - ro » a 
un 4 bd =~“, ot 
437 . 
A . mos 
if - “7 - 
~~ ~ 
wu 2? ~ - we ~~ 
w “ ail 
7 - 


23. hfmzah with ?41if 


The sign * ‘hAmzah represents the phoneme ?. It is characteristically a 
small hook-like figure and often appears together with an accompanying 

{| ?41if, as in the following examples. Note that in such cases the | ?4lif 
merely serves aS a support for the 5 hé4mzah and does not indicate the 
long vowel aa. The writing of hamzah is taken up in detail in Section 36. 


1. h&mzah at the beginning of a word 


Pad \- - e i! 
°i3r4afun id \ ?&n v | 
“ 

oflaa ’ cs J ?4msi un | 
- ” 

Bo J = 3 

?umtiurun Ds | ?Swwali died | 

ae % — we a 

custéadun ee eee radéata are 

- 3 A 

ofmamin i | °fnna U \ 

. . - 
~ e » es 

& 2» eo f \ a t+] | 

*usbtiufun ee ?isléamun 4 = ; 


26 


All the above words show the sign * h&mzah with an accompanying | >f1if. 
Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) at the beginning of a word 
and (2) is immediately followed by a short vowel. Note that the sign $ 
h4mzsh is above the | ?4lif if the following vowel is a or u, and below 
it if the following vowel is i. 


2. hAmzah in the middle of a word 


7 — mw 3% 7 
2 ff 

tés?alu 6) eS ré?yun CS \D 
Cait 3 s saan : ” 
mas?élatun a) Le. 847nun CAS 
° ; ye a S - 

bdda?at co | aS rA?san hese ly 
»°? 4 me see ra 

sa?4ltu cre ee ta?mfinun UN s 

Fe 7? 
7 me ” i 

ta?&kkada ALY ta?kf{idun a ie 


All the above words show the sign * hémzah over an | 41if. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is either 
preceded or followed by short a — but not by i or u. 


Additional examples. 


” a Pa 
23 ee ° Se 
cS aJI 1355 | io li 
w 
a Y ” y ue 
| Vai Lak 
2 , Te 
fir 3, psi - .% 
aes cs lo | 
a“ -” 


2h. The letter «9 ffa? is characteristically a small loop with a single 
dot above it. 


1. f- connected to the following letter only 


eo re 
ffihas i? fhasat sls 


wéfdin 
faarisfyyun 
fall4enun 


2 e -f- 


ndéfsihi 


ralfhaiun 


+] “- 


o 
—_ 


~ S| 


sfafara 


férraga 


connected to the preceding and following letters 


yaftuzu 


saffirun 


taféahumin 


3. <-f connected to the preceding letter only 


tata?4llafa 


s4alifun 


ta?1fifin 


kh. £ standing alone 


saéwfa 


2438rafa 


Additional examples. 


” 


es 


o.? 


?4lifun 


k4llafa 


211téffa 
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25. The letter (9 qfaf is basically a small loop like Ws f4a? but with 
two dots above it. 


1. q- connected to the following letter only 


t-) © -— Ae 

afd 43 qéama 7 
qdddama Jj5 qaréaran is \35 
- Pe ad 3 
7;o* ea 
gdbla qtwwatun CE ad 
an. 7 e “a 

45 53 tp 

firqatun se 84rqan a 


2e -q- connected to the preceding and following letters 


fe : ‘a ° cane 
2lqaa se | taq&ddamat Se es 
» oo? 
6 2 =u ™ ye a“ o 
tagrfiruhum eo a ?istiqlaalun yiee \ 
- 7 - 
~~ Ow 
3 
\ 


maqaaldatihi 4 BY LSS ?alq4wlu aoe) 


3. -q connected to the preceding letter only 


Se oe aan ad 
sAbaqa > seme w&afaga oe 5 
at a 
*anfiqun SS cag \ saabiqun i bare 
see 25 
tafrfigin aa ?1ttdfaga C94 I 
he q standing alone 
or 2 ° 7 a 
maw@tuqun Os %ttifaaqun UO Le | 
x ee 3 
yuf4rriqu ig ‘s4aqa i gy eae 
a” 
sa an z <r 
°?asw4aqun Ox | niféaqun O eer 
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Additional examples 


oo” 
ae os s Pg « 7 - ce, 
Oe | V2.3 3 a 
- nw 
oi ae rs ~~ moe Oe ae 
ae - bo 
a a e7 ° 
7 “ we , a = 
aA So w 
Am 39 Lasse 439 
a o = cal 


26. The letter Cc jiim is characteristically a wedge-shaped letter with one 
dot below it. Note that a preceding letter connects to it from above and to 
the right. 


1. j- connected to the following letter only 


n~ 


” - ~ 
jadfidatum O14 jib4alun Jia 
CS 44 \ ~ 
jéraa a jiddan ean 
- 
- c om 2 a” - 3 - 
jalsatuhaa fare wa?ajéabahu a5 la! 3 
° Fad 
27 s Los wow 
istd? jara vw (i \ jawwiyyun CS »4 
a - 
2. ~j- connected to the preceding and following letters 
7 * < wu w a 
tattdéjihu as” natfijatin a al 
“~ -& Fe <a 
r) “w, 08 
fayajlistuna U >- a 14jnatun a, od 
. ar st 4 ) ed | zs 
°aljalsatu a_2_\s) \ ?alm4jlisu es | 
3. <-j connected to the preceding letter only 
“ 
aris 2 s . 
barnéamaju a Ge nasfijin noe 
o Fd 


Co) 
tatwiijin e : yintiju Oo 
s 
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= 22 
manta jin re 
: a 
lh. 4 standing alone 
oo ae 
watazawwaja 3 al 
Pd Bg ie 
yanfériju : ae 
Additional examples. 
~ 
Sls 
er 
e+ 


a“ 
a 3° 
tadrfi jun ae ee ee 
” 
a 
= - 2” 
* uw 
tadérrujun Add 
» oUF, 
manstujin es se 
a 
. e 
e-\ <2 
a 5 ort ee - 
= | wile » 
as? 
ye) om ~@ 
oD 4 on | 
3 
ad 


27. The letter ( s4a? is exactly like @ jiim but has no dots. 


1. u- connected to the following letter only 


°e 
izbihi ee aes 
7) 
Hattaa CS 
nAmalat ran we 
° -s as ri ° - 
naflé tuhum v 


Pe) e of 
narbun C4 
nd ” 
nad{46un ee LA 


oF Re 
?iqtiraanéatun che ys 


2. -H~ connected to the preceding and following letters 


tanfidduhu ° 
® -” 
a7) 5 
®alsurhubu ee \ 
ie. 
tuntbbu as 


a? rd 
bed a 
nukGuma tun ac pf 
> “ 
ass | 
°alnfrakatu | 
ae a “rT = 
wab&xadat i rd pe 
ro ou 
% o~;) sr 
®albéxru ~ | 
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3- -H connected to the preceding letter only 


= 
2-7" @nu 
tasmanu red 


manana 


ace 
tasAllugin ¢ . 
s 


lh. standing alone 


*iqtérana . As J 
réunin c I) 


Additional examples. 


murasSanun rad > 

?iftatana oo 
a 
c 


ras8ana 


~ » oL 
maf tiurnun C © zee 
stléanun & A 


?4f tithanun ra re 


“we 2 - 
OF Ms 
a 

ed us - So 
ns = > *s \- : 
ee We C S| 
“ 


28. The letter ( xfa? is exactly like C j{im but with one dot above it. 


1. x= connected to the following letter only 


?alaxbfaru Bi, > 13 | 
o  =--% 

%axadat A Ja | 
ne re te 

naaxibfuna GAL 
la 2 2 

xaari jiyyatun Ve le 


x4barun 
xilfafan \sa 
f 4 
?axfiran A | 
xérajaa la 54 
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2. =-x- connected to the preceding and following letters 


bixayrin aa sayaxruju 
o 
° nee hed 
rittdxadat Cs | ®intdxaba 
a~ 
~ 
S74 2%2 
muxtélifatun aalis ?alxfassu 


3. <x connected to the preceding letter only 


~ 
taarfixun oo 3 S4yxun 
ny 
B4maxa e tarsfixin 
yarsuxu ‘a we m4slaxun 
4. x standing alone 
_—_ 
Suyduxun = ?&rraxa 
a + 
SiS 
?axun | rustuxin 


Additional examples. 


| 

3 

— 
Bee Pn ay \ 
els Soe ae 
-” = 


2 2 
ra?4ahu ° \5 °aaG4arm 


wl 


iy 


? — =» @ ry a“ = © 3 
®alqur?4anu oO 2 | ®al?4ana VV | 
ta?damara “nS ?fatin ae \ 
bada?aa \ ?al?4axaru 34 | 

Late -” ae root ed 
%8axada ALA | °aaldafun a3 1) | 


All the above words show the sign  mAddah over an | ?4lif. This com 
posite letter indicates the sequence ? followed by the long vowel aa. This 
method of indicating the sequence aa is used when the phoneme ? is (1) at 
the beginning of a word or (2) is within a word and preceded by a consonant 
or by the vowel a. 


Additional examples. 


“eT bine 2 ar ey 
or 

oat ~ ~_ aa 

A as J\z \ ao 
ier _ o ne - 


30. The letter ‘a f4yn is characteristically a small flattened loop. 


1. = connected to the following letter only 


) = - < ” ” 

défat Coa f4adatan °°. Le 

a“? r en 

Sinda 24 mawf idan AS 3” 
-” 

° - a o a? pin 

sdqadat Cs RE cérabun = 

~. 


Ke ~ 
Sélaa le 249 léanun O 


3h 


2. “f= connected to the preceding and following letters 


4 Pace a 

°alf arabiyyu cs | 
7 - 

ta? dawunan : als 
on eo le 

samfStum ‘aaa 

“307 

batda jee 


yaf rifduna 


S$afbun 


taf {isu 


sayaf Gudu 


3. =-§ connected to the preceding letter only 


“ - os 
. 


manafa C 
2 
.? 
yuotifu C= a3 
tajtaénifu 


4. § standing alone 

~ ° 

°4 jtiméafin € lhe 
oe 


diraafum 
2 
é\3 ’ 
satudéafu dn 
Additional examples. 
Pann aa 
27 
we 
ple 
e oF 
Len — 
aw 7? 


jamfifun 
wAqafa 


mata 


?adaafa 
Saarifun 


nawfin 


Ole 
ace eae 


we 
= 
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31. The letter ‘a Bayn is exactly like € sayn but with one dot above it. 
1. %- connected to the following letter only 


~ , “ 3°? 

@adan \ ac Bayruhaa Le je 

4 o 3 “ ” 

?aBbada 4s lé | Zéayatan 95 le 

r ° 7 2 17 2? cf 

zarban Ls ?afndamun \ | 
2. -Z- connected to the preceding and following letters 

a nie 2. eas 

ligatun “J alpirfatu ba | 

a 2 or . = ov 

e 2 Aa 
maZldutun By yastAfilu 7 “ 
2,9» ae [ , 


3. -# connected to the preceding letter only 


7, onv,f 
mabfaligu ak: ?alméblagu | 
me 8S oe ce 
tafrfifun Co tablfigin a 
o 
h. # standing alone 
6 ee 
2: ° 2 
farata C4 bulféugun C a 
o ae oy 
shafa ‘a as yofrizu C “ 
Additional aa a y hs F 
eo eee ae) 5 \*: 
“7 Pa me 7 psd e “7, 
es! acj\u cael 
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32. The letter > t4a? is characteristically an egg-shaped loop with a 


vertical stroke above it. 


1. t= connected to the following letter only 


- 


~~ Te- 
w&tanun om 2 
tabiitfyyan \oe db 
a 73 
%atdaga 9 Ld | 


2. <-t- connected to the preceding and 


ae 
siiltatun ad 
-~ ” 
os 
28 taa isos | 
“3 2. cad 
yaqtaSuhaa - 


tarfiquhu 


?étlaga 


tayyaardatun 
following letters 
tatawwuran 
mat4arun 


marattatun 


3. <-t connected to the preceding letter only 


c+) - 


faqat 33 
a a ° 4 

?alwasatu ar od | 
2 

mu Litun es 


kh. standing alone 


Pac, 
Lisértin i = 
- 

a - 2 3 

?aBléatun ab Ae | 


néftun 
xattun 


?al?awsatu 


?ingzitdéatun 


xutéutun 


°andata 


~ 2 - 
i 
a 
ad - 
a 


ee 
My . oe 
we 
B34 


\ 
° 


\ 


t 
oe 
Bh 


N 
SaeN 


Additional examples. 


6 os 2 oy ae 7 
> 2 “ow 
see 314 1s 4.5 Ub 
4 a o-% J 3 7” ; lanl < 
ae = ass 


33. The letter 5s §4a? is exactly like _d t&a? but with one dot above it. 


1. & connected to the following letter only 


a 

r ae 
Ad > ' 4 
I Sahara > a 


2 : o & eh o ‘ 
manéadiru 72 oe daahiratun oO Ls 
— 


Surtufun 


Td 


“ 7 
o™~ < a 1 «=? 
SAllat Lame oy muwagdaftiuna UW pad se 


2. -3- connected to the preceding and following letters 
- °e < ° 
» .y x o wy, 
nigaamun ples ?intégarat dS on | 
, 
U e 3 


” 


eo Pa a 
néafaSat wb 3 la muna$S4matun a2 be 
ow 


” 


<< a 
magéahiru 32 Ld. f agfiman 
3. -§ connected to the preceding letter only 


eae _- 7 
?intéfada 2k \ léanada 2A 


BJ 


a“ 
? ; ; 
yur 4afigu 3 \s Zalfioun ees 
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4. § standing alone 

mujéudin bee oamtiféagun “s lard 
valféabun go ay nalféudun Tb al: 


Additional examples. 


a? « ~ ° G - 
s . 
-m (6 e 
“ny esis 
a” ae 
>) ‘ oOo, a - ” 


ea ¥ 2\. oat) 


34. The letter U@ géad is characteristi¢ally a small egg-shaped loop 
with a small tooth-like mark following the loop. 


1. g- connected to the following letter only 


? os a? - 
2alfaasimatu aio Led | gaadiréatun oo b - Lie 
Peo ao 43 
sdrrana Cre ganiinun we 
o7 Ue oe OG 
wagalat ces la?asbana e Y 
2. -g- connected to the preceding and following letters 
at - 0 - oc 
"Agtigaadiyyn == CS 3 ors | tagriinan ee 
- - 
a4 (ee 
magdanifu fle: rittdsala : 
— 
“ 


3 6 3 a = @ 
Palcasru oes | mfsdarun oO 25 


3- =-g connected to the preceding letter only 


a 
o we < 
xdssaga o) are 
“~ o 


Bigsasun 2 aaa: 


4. § standing alone 


~~ 17 2 5 
°aSxéasun UP —= | 

~ ? ’, 
xustugun Oe ae 


Additional examples. 


VU Loca } 


° — 
Béxgin Je 
A 
yagausu Omer “ 
. ano + # 
~ oe 
Hirsun SF a 
of 
za Fd “2 
woe ram 
° o 
uw («( @ “ aw 7? 
a eS 2 2s 
nm 2? ~~ a 7 2 
as? 3 7to 


35. The letter Uy d4ad is exactly like > saad but with one dot above it. 


1. d- connected to the following letter only 
~ ~ 6 
sf or . ' os 
nawdéuTun Cx Palmsadii s2 la | 
“4 3 oe ae 
widifa ore mf aarédatun Ques les 
2. <-d- connected to the preceding and following letters 
2 ee ae 
?&ydan Ludo “| qadfyyatun Vt 
Aue a ae 
H 4darahaa A) ae w% dwun _3+@s 
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- 2 ° 
. 2 o Nee ese 


mddaa so Hadrétukum BS 


3. -d connected to the preceding letter only 


“ os ~ * Pa 
baf dun wer Sarfidun Oe an 
= 
a 
ws 2 ~. . - 


ues Hadfidun Sse 


nadda 


4. d standing alone 


°ardadin aes lS { ?4rdun UU? 3 | 

i a, ka Pa = aw. ow 

taf 4rrudun © al mee mafridun Ce ae 
Additional examples. 

fad a 2 a - 

ae a a <* yar eS 

Oo aaa re | jes 

a 3 Pe rode ie Seer 

Lan > Var | use 

a” 


36. h&mzah 


This section takes up in detail the discussion of the sign S hamzah that 
was begun in Section 23. The sign s hAmzah, which represents the phoneme 
?, may occur alone or together with one of three other letters. How it is 
written in any given word depends upon (1) where the phoneme ? comes in the 


word and (2) what vowel or vowels precede and/or follow it. 5 2, 
Nd ry 

The letter with which the sign s hamzah occurs is called the Sr 

kirsiyy 'seat' of the hamzah. There are three such seats, as follows: 


1. An undotted CS y4a? 
2. A ©» waaw 
3. An | ?4lif 


A fourth way is h4mzah alone without a seat. 


1 


These four ways of writing the sign $ hamzah are taken up in the following 
sections (36.1-5). Note that the letters used as seats have no sound value. 


36.1 hAmzah with yéa? 
1. ? in the middle of a word 


a ae 

laaji?éuna CD a 
a 

Tg ww Mo 

yuhaddi?tuna OY 37 


Js ins 
nat4a?iju f- be 


3 7 3] 
naa?ibun - 
7 
ye) rg 
q4a?imm ( \5 
0” r 
= \s 
stu?ilat Fae > 


7 


st°imat 


st?ilat 


bfi?run 


ji?tu 


ra?fisun 


ri°aasatan 


a” 


All the above words show the sign 5 h4mzah above an undotted \5 y4a?, 


Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the 


and (2) is preceded or followed by the vowel i. 


2. ? at the end of a word 
a 


3 mA 
Sawdati?u ist —~ 
~ y 
5 
léaji?un ise 


rd 


és 31d 
é a 


héadi?in 


hadi?a 
xati?a 


yabti?u 


middle of a word 


All the above words show the sign % hamzah above an undotted ©S yda?. 
Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the 
word and (2) is preceded by the short vowel i. 


h2 


36.2 ha&mzah with waaw 


1. *? in the middle of a word 


" o 
~ wy , w’* 3 2 
‘ s 
mu?4llifun ad >” mu?tamarun va a” 
Ja*,'3? road a: a, 
yu?400iru we ed Bak mas? @ulun J eal 
~ 3? o x 
yu? Sadist Sar Su?tunun VI x— 
a+ 
~\\42 - 4 
su? 4alm > ba?usa Oo > 
> se a 2 
“o $ oe ry s # ° Od 
tafaa?ulan 2 La3 yahda?tuna VIS 44 


All the above words show the sign 5 hamzah above a 9 wdaw. Note that 
in these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is 
preceded or followed by the vowel u -- but not by the vowel i. 


2. ? at the end of a word 


eer 4 3 4, a 
yajru?u I. batu?a A 
% r' Pd % a7 
jaru?a 2 > maru?a a7 


All the above words show the sign 4 hAmzah above a 9 waaw. Note that 
in these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and 
(2) is preceded by short u. 


' 36.3 hadmzah with ?41if 


1. ? at the beginning of a word 


° aur, P| “A ° q 

rj jilat Ca | r&dnaa 2 \ 
v 

P CS; 4 v c ee 

ofxraa a °ajaaba a \ 


oistéwrada ay, oma obulaa 3 \ 
- 
” ” s 
sa 
24104arun sk! hujida 21 9 | 
“ s - 
“7 @ 
~ o ws 
*4ijéadun me \ ?intéhaa | 
- oo 


All the above words show the sign * h4mzah with an | ?4lif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) at the beginning of a word and (2) is 
followed by both long and short vowels except long aa (for which see Section 
29). In such words the sign #s hamzah is above the | ?4lif if the next 
vowel is a or uy and below it if the next vowel is i. 


2. ? in the middle of a word 


- 2 : al 
>! - ow \- w 
t4s?alu Jleos qar4?tum ‘a 
YP ari ~ 3 o 
A) o~ LY 
mas?4latun 4) L285 ta?mfinun Sieg ls 
- © 5 Pa a #* , ss 
ta?Allafa ica) if: ya?xudu ro L 
6 cf “o @ ~ y “ 
bada?at ore au 34?nun gm Leo 
eo % - 4 + 
- Od o 
laja?at == ld m4?wan Sal 


All the above words show the sign *s hd&mzah over an \{ ?4lif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is preceded 
or followed by short a (for long aa see Section 29) —- but not by the 
vowels i or u. 


3. ? at the end of a word 


a 
Be a tag 
8 
oabta?a Los | béda?a ie 
4 2 4 
4 ces 
e ae 
1Aja’a 3 nabda?u poe 
4 
% me Ps ‘ : °% e 
mala?a ?ibtadar’a \ Jo 


hh 
2 
\ a” rd y 
tJ 
yahda?u a ae yéqra?u | > sins 


All the above words show the sign * hAmzah above an | ?4lif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and (2) is 
preceded by short a. 


36. hAmzah standing alone 


1. ? in the middle of a word 


see oA sf 17 

ta34a? ama c 3 saa?ala J re Gee 
fe a o a “ ai 

?is4a?%atun ° s\— | 1éa’ama \ s_ 

Pd 
eo 
a - 7 - «7 
jaa?at o's Lin tas4a?ala J 3 Las 


All the above words show the sign % h&mzah standing alone. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is pre- 
ceded by long aa and followed by short a. 


2. $? at the end of a word 


& ? Py os ¢% 4 
batii?un CS = wuzar4a?u sSj+d3 
a 
wo 6 Lat 
bad?un 5. maséa?an s 
er e An Pad - 
B4y?un So j4a?a ies 
~ ? ap Q 
hudivu?un 59 3D °ijraa?in : s Va | 
ad s 


All the above words show the sign 5 h4mzah standing alone. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and (2) is 
preceded by a long vowel or by a consonant. The sign ~ fatuat4an is 
usually written above such a s hamzah, as in the second example in the 
right-hand colum, but may also be accompanied by an | ?4lif as described 
in Section 6. 


4s 


36.5 Variant writings of hadmzah 


Ka , 7 “ 
Bay?an ce oor 22 
3 a 
~ s a a ” 
2 “ e $0 
néy?atun ola or 28 
iad 3s? “S$ 9 
ri?iya CS 3 or CSD 
ad ” w 
a 
ws AP oe 
uw 
mi ?atun rh or a4, 
a ” 
~ ~ 
ra ° i \-e ws \s 0 
?ijraa?fyyon Ss 2 wel or cS. y, \ 
47 a 
yp 2 tw ~ 3 ee 
tafaa?ulun J s las or J3 


The above words show certain variants in the writing of the sign §£ hamzah. 
The representation of the phoneme ? is complicated by historical considera- 
tions and not all dictionaries and texts show complete consistency. The 
variants usually occur when the phoneme ? is the last consonant in the word 
or comes before certain endings. In your reading you may expect to find 
variations that do not precisely agree with the system as set forth here. 


Additional examples of the writing of the sign s h&mzah. 


6 
Sy td o 
~~ Eda ee «w "3 
eas 223 o's 
eyiee ~,\5 4s 
ae 
U7? a v 2 = 
7.3 Z 23 Pat os e 
2\35 25 be 158 
on~ > 2 . 
“ 3 -“ Cc 2 Coe 
27> 3 93 oe ee 
KR et ae oS 
sled | s\523| on 
oe eat oF 24S 4 
s Lad! 505 | 3 | 
- ~ a 
r10g 25 \o° ices 
Ss 9? ‘i 2 a 
A va 
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37. <A special way of indicating long aa 


1iS4alika o2 iJ hfadaa ws) 
Pd 4 > ‘ 
kadfalika HAN i) hSadihi o 3) 

ao a” - 
or Be A 
laakfnna TS haa?ulfa?i sy 9b 
PY we ° ‘fg \< at 

?alléahu aS | haakadaa 

s suaants 
lilléahi CU Sfalika = 4 3 


All the above words show an | *41if, indicating the long vowel aa, placed 
above a consonant, instead of following it (cf. Section .). There are 
only a few words written in this way; these are the most common. 


Note that there is no special letter in the Arabic alphabet to indicate 
the phoneme ] (the next to the last example in the left-hand colum). 


38. Pause forms 


If you have been working through this material with an educated native 
speaker of Arabic, you have probably noticed that he does not always 
pronounce the same word in the same way. Such modifications in pron- 
unciation typically involve the omission of final short vowels and nun- 
ation (cf. Section 6.). We call a form of a word modified in this way 

a PAUSE FORM. ' 


A pause form is characteristically shorter than the FULL FORM of the 

Same word. Pause forms occur typically at the end of a sentence, and 

in the pronunciation of single words in isolation, especially if such 
words commonly stand at the end of sentences. Within sentences pause 
forms may occur at the end of a phrase. Where pause forms are used 
within a sentence, and how often they occur, varies with different speak- 
ers and apparently depends upon the style of reading. This means that 
the same speaker will often read the same passage differently on differ- 
ent occasions. 


The following examples will illustrate the modifications that occur to 
produce pause forms. Note especially that Arabic words are always written 
in their full form; the pause forms must be supplied by the reader. 


1. Words ending in t4a? marbfutah 


PAUSE FORM FULL FORM 
~“ ” a” 
jadfidah jadfidatun OL 3A 
jadfidah jadfidatin 6 a 
ia mM Pd a 
¢ o -” 
jadfidah jadfidatan 63.404 
ok 
ral jadfidah raljadtidatu 6 asl 
ao > Z 
?aljadtidah Paljadfidati o as { 
o o 
°% 
?aliadfidah Paljadfidata oO ys! | 
a. ass 2 
q4adimah qaadi{matwm A. 3 
qdadimah qaadimatin a a) 
‘“ ” 
< < 
q&adimah qaadimatan On 
oy eee 
°alqdadimah °alqaadimatu as.) LJ | 
- 
“sD Pad 3 
?alqdadimah ?alqaad{matd Vs Ll 
o 
ee ce 
?alqdadimah ralqaadinata 4 3 la)! 


In pause, words ending in téa? marbéutah drop final wowels and nunation 


(cf. Section 6) and the t is replaced by h. This results in all the pause 
forms being alike. Note the change in the position of primary stress in 
the pause forms of the last six examples as compared to the full forms. 
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2. Words (except those with t4a? marbiutah) ending in a short vowel or nunation 


PAUSE FORM 


jadfid 


jadfid 


jadfidaa or jadfidan 


Paljadfid 


Paljadtid 


aljadfid 


minh 


bih 


fiih 


biléaduh 


jiddaa or jiddan 


ka@iiraa or ka@firan 


FULL FORM 


jadiidun 


jadfidin 


jadfidan 


?-lLjadfidu 


°aljadfidi 


°aljadfida 


minhu 


bfhi 


ff{ihi 


bilaaduhu 


jiddan 


ka@fLiran 


In pause, all final short vowels and the endings -un and -in are dropped. 


The ending -an is either replaced by -aa or remains unchanged. 


The re- 


‘placement by -aa is the Classical form; the unchanged foym is more common 


in modern reading. 
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3. Words ending in a long vowel or a consonant 


PAUSE FORM FULL FORM 
bild4aduhaa bildaduhaa Psa . 
Sane 

?alkibraa ?alkibraa Sin i 
1,07 

?almdadii ?almfadii cs ld 
yatluu yatluu ot 
Z x, - 

bildaduhum bilfaduhum re aU 
5 

4 

biieum bileum ME 
ys 
o - 


faqat fAqat dn 5 
°o 
jarat jarat Co 


In pause, words ending in a long vowel or a consonant remain unchanged. 


39. Grammatical considerations 


Up to this point we have described the Arabic writing system with a minimum 
of reference to the grammar of Classical Arabic. That is, we have regarded 
the problem as one involving the interpretation of the writing system with- 
out a knowledge of the grammatical status of the words and forms involved. 
However, it is necessary to know some grammatical facts in order to interpret 
certain peculiarities of spelling, and certain modifications of words when 
they come together within sentences. Most of the following sections will 
involve such facts. 


0. Verb forms with a final ?4lif 


ae *\ 


tarakuu |_15 ?ajéabuu ls la 
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o «= — 

kA4saw Ibs 14ja?uu 
| oo. 7 

banaw BE aad °arsaluu 
| o-“w- 

rémaw > ae xérajuu 


The above verbs show the endings -uu and -aw meaning 'plural'. 
This | ?A4lif has 


endings on verbs the writing system shows an | ?4lif. 
no sound value. Additional examples: 


li. The prefix for "the" 


lo 3a) 
Vy 3} 


After such 


laa 


Read the first word in the right-hand column and then the corresponding 


word in the left-hand column. Continue this way down the list. 


®alkitlatu 2 | kitlatun 
ver 
Plow 4% 
°algqdwiu UO Sal \ q4wilun 
pages 
°al?amru 7S | ?émrun 
’ os 
°albaydanu U a) \ bayéanun 
2 2 2 4 3 
*alfirsatu a2 ja) | firgatun 
soos 
°alxAbaru | x&barun 


pees 
?alwarbu esse | Harbun 


ec 
?alhu jiu : st i hujéumun r 350 


: 4 ros An ae 
°alfaayatu a Led I f#aayatun me) le 
FP ve M4 z naw 
als dadu » a2) | ¢4dadun Jie 
= 7 2 } 4 ee a a 
?aljariidatu Oo po | jariidatun od 4 
oe 5 ~ oF 
almjlisu e \ m4jlisun as 
? 7 ? rq ~ - 
Pee “ ” \ i \ Paar ee } i 
°alwizaaratu oo) DL wizaaratun Ow 4? 
7 “ 
2 


a 
alyaumu pos 


yéwmun ass 


All the words in the left-hand colum show the prefix for "the". In 
Classical Arabic this prefix has different forms, depending on the first 
consonant of the word to which it is attached. When the first consonant 
is one of the followings kq?bfxHh#@T jmwy , the prefix is l- 
as in the above examples. 


When a word having this prefix occurs in isolation or at the beginning of 
a sentence, the prefix has the form ?al-. This prefix written as a part of 
the word to which it is attached and does not affect the position of 


primary stress. 


Note the combination -Y laam ?4lif when the prefix is attached to a word 
beginning with the phoneme ®. The | ?4lif here does not indicate the 
long wowel aa. : 


Additional examples. 


oo 
2° es 3 o, =: 2 ie os 
onal | Jet | ries) 
. ” 
. “ a 
Fd ? °4 fog Ss > - °% 
$937) | Oar | lds! | 
a ; - 
4 a3} “ee |S a Se 
: didid | | 
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2. Variant forms of the prefix for "the" 


ad o Sax: 3 ~ ° 
%attildawatu o Bute | tildawatun o 3 Bee 
oe = rf a - 
°attarfiqu eye | tarfiqun Sag oa 
Pd ry a : ~~ oo” 
°addarsu U- J | darsun ST J 3 
* a + s ws Pd ? 
?adduytufu C8 ed | duytufun OF I 
RA ae 
?aeedanii cs tJ! @4anin ~) 
og ae 
?addadhabu <8) | dahabun aaw:s) 2 
2 
- > 
»of. 7 wa 0 |, 
?addthru oa) Sdbrun a+ 
2 ye ae BY oe 
°assAabiqu On eke s4abiqun Oo eee 
a 
as e e rs ~. 73 
*assuffiufu 8 scot | sufiufun OD saad 
< oa - ~ a = ” gi Pi 
°aSSahdadatu o0 sae) | Sahaadatun o 3 Y-- 
2 6 = 7 ae oo 
%azzaytu aw >|) zaytun ws 
wae - 
°anndadii C5 3 LJ | néadin 2 \j 
“ + 
2 so . road Sof 
°arra?fisu OS ee \ ra?{isun OS ee 
a 7 bt ct a = 
alligatu Axl) | ligatun a2] 


All the words in the left-hand colum show a variant form of the prefix for 
“the, When the first consonant of the word is one of the following: t t 
dde88ss 52nril1, the prefix ist-t- dd 6 & & s- s- 3- t= ne 
r- l- respectively, as in the above examples. That is, the first consonant 
of the word is doubled. 


The Arabic writing system consistently shows the letter J léam in the prefix 
for "the", and indicates the variants by showing no ° sukiun on the (J léam 
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and by placing a “ sdddah over the first consonant of the underlying word. 
When a word having a variant of the prefix for *the" occurs in isolation 
or at the beginning of a sentence, the prefix has the form ?at- °at- ?ad- 
?ad~ etc. 


Additional examples. 


= 2 “ 
’ are aS Sr te eae 
Bale EII 225 255 ASI 
7 a Fe 
. 2.5) a. a 2-1. ty] 
Jae od 
“ 7 


43. hdmsatu_lwdsl 


All Arabic words that are pronounced in isolation or at the beginning of a 
sentence with an initial ? and a following short vowel fall into one of 
two classes’ 


1. Those words that retain the initial ? and the following vowel 
under all conditions. 
2. Those words that drop the initial ? and the following vowel 


under certain conditions. 


That is, many words that in isolation or at the beginning of a sentence 
begin with one of the following sequences: ?i- ®u- %a~ appear under certain 
conditions within sentences without this sequence. 


The ? that is always retained is called in Arabic hémzatu_lq&t;. The ? that 
is dropped under certain conditions is called hamzatu_lwd4sl. Words showing 
hémzatu_lwdsl are discussed below. 


43.1 hf&mzatu_lwdsl preceded by words ending in a short vowel 


Group I 


2 - 
a 


*alqéwlu O34) | ?annahrfani Y Ke 


Sh 


Bo yg SY > 

oals dadatu 6 a led! 

j oA 508 

Pal aBdanii cs lel 

os 

caludrbu 555) | 
Group II 


m4a bayna_nnahr4yni 
waytmkinu_1q4wlu 

f{i jazfirati_ls arabi 
qaddama_stiqaalatahu 
mafa_rru?aséa?i 

fawqa 1faadati 

sam{ftum béfda_1?aZéanii 


gdbla lxérbi 


@ a” 
4 
a 

?alfarabu 2 52 | 
23407 

?istiqaaldtuhu acjlax+ | 

= 7 

; 3 2)3 

arrn?asharu s l= 331 


All the words in Group I begin with hémzatu_lwisl. The Arabic writing 
system usually indicates the initial ? in such words by the sign ¢ hémzah. 
Some texts omit the sign s hamzah and indicate only the vowel. 


Group II shows these same words in phrases preceded by words that end in 
a short vowel. Here the phoneme ? and the following vowel drop, and the 
omitted vowel is replaced by the final vowel of the preceding word. Such 
words are joined closely together in pronunciation; we indicate this in 
our transcription by a curved line (_) connecting the words involved. The 
Arabic writing system indicates this by the sign ~ w4slah over the | 741if. 


Part of the study of Classical Arabic grammar is learning what words and 
forms begin with hémzatu_lwasl. The prefix for “the'is one of the most 


common. 
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Additional examples. 


sere Ie eee ait 45 
“ agl: oe. 
2 WJ! oo = bs Jat 


a = Pa - 

223) 25d oe | pee Nae 

. - 

Z ew 2 2 - 

alley} anelz pe} tbo 
a” 


o ° °o - wf 
“ 


5 33) Le -\s)| fea 


43.2 hAmzatu_lw4sl preceded by the prefix for "the!" 


> oar) ~ 3 “ @ 
ralistiqléalu lar ?-v| ?istiqléalun a6) Dee 
- oo s 
P) “* As lod 3 ~ oe. = 
Paliqtig&adu 53 UI rigtisdadun 2 | 
ee - 
ae . ro rt o ° 
alintiddabu ea | ?intiddabun e257 52; I 
> — On oO yn 3 ma “en 
®alistixléasu Wo Wst— | ?istixléasun oe Wisi | 
o s 
a 
’ \ eo“ Oo 3 ~? eo“ e 
Palistijwéabu =o” - 145 — 1) | ?istijwéabun 7 \5%— | 
‘ . » 3 


All the words in the right-hand column begin with hamzatu_lw4sl. In the 

left-hand coluwm these same words appear with the prefix for "the". This 
prefix has here the form li- (in isolation and at the beginning of a sen- 
tence ?ali-). However, many Arabs read such words as if they began with 

hamzatu_1q4t'. For example, they would read the first item in the left- 

hand column as °al?istiqld4alu instead of °alistiqldalu. 


43.3 haémzatu_lw4s3l preceded by words ending in a long vowel 


Group I ‘ 
ee a 

réttaa cs vdlaa cglt 
1? oo? 41 

dérasuu a) 2 {laa us| 
a” 
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3 : vd < ‘ 
jalsatuhaa 5 ho ; haadaa \ Bw-$) 
ffi cS? mfa Z 
Group II 


sala zziréafti 4é un 3 | cslé 
oe Ad 21% 
°fla_ lintixaabéati Pana \s lL | cs 


- € - 
nitta_sséatati azLejl oo“ 
7 ow - 
dérasu_lqadfyyata does J Pia os 
\ ne 3 © = \ 
: ow ‘ 
héada_lmawdéuTu & 2 ~~ awd) 
2 0 Erie food 
ma_ttaxaddéthu eGaisl & 
A > op > e 
jals&tuha_1?vulaa tral poe A 
rc ° 5 on “ cra . 
fi_384rqi_1?4dnaa cal Vs! cst 
ou 8 , . 
fi_jtim4afin C ete | Se 


All the words in Group I end in long vowels. Group II shows words that 
begin with hamzatu.lw4sl preceded by the words of Group I. In such cases 
the long vowel is replaced by the corresponding short vowel. Additional 


examples. 
lbs) Es 350 GN heb 
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43.4 h&mzatu_lw4sl preceded by certain words ending in -aa and -uu 


\e 
“\ 
“\ 


xattéa_ssikvati al +31 Lea 


2 Vay S. Vee 

wanadaréa_1jalsata : AS. a, 7 
“wy t » 4 iy ed bd o 

manduubéa_laukiumati Ne AP 1 Sir 

oo an 3g 
- «u @O ® 
mustamiffiu_laadfiei — a3) oo 

: ~< °- s 2er 
manduubtu_lsukiumati Ss | S73 dn 


The endings -aa 'dual' and -uu 'plural' (with nouns and adjectives) are 
sometimes pronounced long before a following word beginning with h4mzatu_ 
lw4sl. This occurs chiefly in a very careful reading style; more often 
these long vowels are replaced by the corresponding short ones, as de- 
scribed in Section 3.3. 


43.5 hAémzatu_lw4gl preceded by words ending in consonants 


Group I 
mee 7 
?iléykum aay ! t4n Gg 
eo ec 
hin qéd 19 
. wn) 
min Or bénafat ; 
S 
\ ° < al ¢ * -- 
bdnaw a bAda?at at | 
. O- 2s ° a < e ond 
manduubéyni On 3 Ju, samff tum lr o- 
Group II 


2) 6547 2 
¢ dni lmawdéut i C we 52 | uF 
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- 2° 2 Pixdid = < 
qadi_ntahd4zna_lfirsata q.2 +e) | Gos | a9 
2 o ~ - - 
“wu / 6 «<A - 
bémagati Ll4jnatu : ass | 7 : 
2 ew es 
Pinad “07 
bdda?ati_Imafrékatu ad jas | —_ | 
- 7 N = 2, 2 J - 
sam{ftumu_lxitdaba <5 \ a 
4 o fon vo 
a a lo 
24 14yloumu_1?axbéaru J Van | J | 
- ~~ 
. << as = cad * 
hému_lladfina sdafaruu \ezele cil ms 
o 
° \-" * “ . 
mini _qtiraandatin — iw aN | VW 
~; — > Ow -” 
s ou . 
mina lqur?4ani_ lkarfimi wou | Y 1 oe 
“ i - ried \ we 
bénawi_Imadfinata a ad eas 
gs ae 
“4 2 é ‘ 
min manduubéyi_lnukéumati Se ois! | CSP 2 tue VY 
o 


All the words in Group I end in a consonant. Group II shows these same 
words immediately preceding words that begin with haémzatu_lwdsl, Here 
these words add a final vowel, in most cases the vowel i. The word min 
has two variants: mina before the prefix for "the" and mini elsewhere. 


The treatment of the endings -aw 'plural' and -ay 'dual' (the last two 
examples in Group II) before a following h4mzatu_lw4sl is uncertain. 
According to some grammarians they add a final ei, thus! ~awi, -ayi. 
This treatment will be followed here. Additional examples. 


ce -\“% - 
op SS an were l Go 
Aer a» » on 
2B o% 3533)1 2423 
Zr, 
gaat cele 5 Sia at nc 3 
- seagie : 


43.6 h&mzatu_lwdsl preceded by words ending in nunation 


Group I 
eo 7 mo 
Barban 5 ?isléanui c HM | 
a 
e ? na 
Siméalan Be) om mas?4latun ajLes 
ao 3 ary oe 
°axfiran pac | fan mas?4latin . Le cnc 
Group II 
ent 7.0" es on re 
?isl&anuni_jtimaaf fyyun ew lew \ ‘a Be he | 
~ a on WH gs ‘ 
mas?Alatuni_qtisaadfyyatun 22 7275 | Lees 
- Z > 7 2. ry Ra rod o uA e - 
¢4n mas?4latini_qtisaadiyyatin Arstelsl ale= of 
° 
e-)1 7 ee pe 
yautidduhaa @4rbani_lbéaru 4 5 | Use Lo Ss 
ed Zz 
4 a cat ZA a“ 
waSimfalani_1jib4alu Js! \ eles 
Pa 
3 © -~ o ”®@ aa (- Py 3 o 
w w w Pen ieee 
wa’axiirani_ntéhati ddéwratu SUSI | ee 5 


All the words in Group I end in nunation, that is, the endings -un -in -an. 
Group II shows these same words immediately preceding words that begin with 
hamzatu_lw4sl. Here these words add a final -i. Note that this final -i 
is not indicated in the Arabic writing system. 


43.7 Omission of ?4lif with waslah 
2 
a e 3°? we ) 
1i]°usbauf 4 C B eeaem Lilaukiumati So sist 


. 4 o eo 
litta?lfifi 2.) \E J Lilijtiméasi & se “Wy 


60 


sG }c ejJ 
lirra?fisi VY “ a) 1ilf dmali cal 


” 


When the preposition J li- is added to a word that has the prefix for "the", 
the | ?4lif and the sign ~ wAslah of the prefix are omitted. 


4 
bismi_lil4ahi al = a — 


7 


[um 


The word * ! ?{smun begins with h4mzatu-lwasl. When the preposition 
2 bi- is added to this word in the above solem introductory formula, 

the { ?41if and the sign ~ w4slah are omitted. This omission occurs 

only in the above formulas elsewhere the Arabic writing system shows the 


composite letter 7 , as in the following examplés. 


s < land ‘ toad 
vbismi_rra?fisi os | wok 
2.7 - 43 .% 
biami af déa7i_nn4adsi cS sll sles) L 
w ” of L % 


